THE NINTH SUNDAY AFTER
PENTECOST

July 25, 2021 + 9:00 am
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GATHERING

WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism

[P} In the name of the Father and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



[P} God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you
alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, attentive to your Word, we may confess our sins, receive
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen

[P} Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

(silence for reflection and self-examination)

(P} Gracious God,

@ have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things done
and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

P} Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.

Amen

HYMN  “Spirit, Open My Heart”
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GREETING

[P} The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
@ And also with you.

KYRIE (ALL SING)
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P} Let us pray.

Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your children a longing for your Word
and a hunger for your Truth. Grant that we may know your Son to be the true Bread of
heaven and share this bread with all the world, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

SERVICE OF THE WORD

ALLELUIA VERSE
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HOLY GOSPEL  John 6é:1-21

P} The Holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

! Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea of Tiberias), > and a great crowd of
people followed him because they saw the miraculous signs he had performed on the sick. * Then Jesus went up on a
mountainside and sat down with his disciples. * The Jewish Passover Feast was near. > When Jesus looked up and saw a great
crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” ¢ He asked this only to test
him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do. 7 Philip answered him, “Eight months’ wages would not buy enough
bread for each one to have a bite!” ® Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, * “Here is a boy with
five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?”

' Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that place, and the men sat down, about five thousand of
them. ' Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the
same with the fish. '> When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather the pieces that are left over. Let
nothing be wasted.” > So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by
those who had eaten. '* After the people saw the miraculous sign that Jesus did, they began to say, “Surely this is the Prophet
who is to come into the world.” * Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make him king by force, withdrew again to a
mountain by himself. '® When evening came, his disciples went down to the lake, '” where they got into a boat and set off
across the lake for Capernaum. By now it was dark, and Jesus had not yet joined them. '® A strong wind was blowing and the
waters grew rough. '° When they had rowed three or three and a half miles, they saw Jesus approaching the boat, walking on
the water; and they were terrified. *° But he said to them, “It is |; don’t be afraid.” »' Then they were willing to take him into the
boat, and immediately the boat reached the shore where they were heading.

[P} The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



READING FROM EPHESIANS  Ephesians 3:1-21

This is the reason that | Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles— 2 for surely you have already
heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for you, *and how the mystery was made known to me by
revelation, as | wrote above in a few words, *a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the
mystery of Christ. ® In former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to
his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: ® that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body,
and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

7 Of this gospel | have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given me by the working of his
power. ® Although | am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the
boundless riches of Christ, > and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created
all things; '°so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and
authorities in the heavenly places. '' This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus
our Lord, '*in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him. '*| pray therefore that you
may not lose heart over my sufferings for you; they are your glory.

'“For this reason | bow my knees before the Father, '* from whom every family in heaven and on earth takes its name. '¢|
pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power
through his Spirit, '” and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in

love. '81 pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height
and depth, '?and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.

2 Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or
imagine, 2! to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

SERMON



HY MN  “We Sing Your Praise, O Christ”
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APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS

(Response to each petition)

P Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.



SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you through our Savior Jesus Christ;

He overcame death by his resurrection and opened up for us the way to eternal life with you.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy, holy, holy™)
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION



LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)
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world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

@ Scripture says, “Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

Martin Luther’s Small Catechism says, “Holy Communion is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread
and wine, instituted by Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and drink.” All baptized Christians who desire to receive the
body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins are invited to the Lord’s Table today. Children who have not received their first
communion are invited to come to the table and receive a blessing.

e As you approach the altar down the aisle, receive an empty cup from the cart. (non-alcoholic wine is offered in pre-filled cups for those
who cannot drink alcohol. These cups are marked in the rack.)

e Maintain physical distance in line.
e  Receive the bread (Gluten-free/dairy-free/nut-free wafers are offered)
e Proceed to the right to receive the wine.

e Asyou return to your seat down the side aisles, place your cup in the racks on the tables to your right.




DISTRIBUTION HYMN
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HANKSGIVING PRAYER

Let us pray:
Jesus, Bread of life,

we have received from your table more than we could ever ask.

As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.
In your name we pray. Amen

SENDING
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LESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

Amen

Go in peace. Christ lives in you.

Thanks be to God.



CLOSING HYMN

“O Christ, Surround Me” (Stanzas |, 4 and 5)
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THANK YOU

to Tony Sfoufenburg for de\ivermg the good news o us Todgyl

REMEMBER TO SUPPORT OUR CONGREGATION with your offerings.

You may p|oce them in the p\@#e in the entryway this morning, mail it to the
church or make your oHermg online.
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OUTDOOR WORSHIP
and PICNICS

June 20, August 15 and September 19
at Walton Park in Oakdale.
10:00 am (picnic at 11 am)

Worship will be also be live streamed.

GRACE OF GOD
| UTHERAN CHURCH

490 Hayward Avenue North ¢ Oakdale, Minnesota 55 28
651, 75@49@@ * Www.gra {g o|| Th om
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http://www.graceofgodlutheran.com/

